Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and Ustings, of claims in the application: 



Listing of Claims; 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for managing software updates in a network data processing 
system, the method comprising: 

identifying an update for an application for distribution to customers from a supplier; [[and]] 

obtaining an inventory of a customer network owned by a customer, wherein the customer 
network comprises a plurality of nodes; 

updating customer access information for the customer using the inventory; 

distributing the update through a supplier controlled process to [[a]] tiie customer network based 
on tiie customer access information for a customer owning the custom e r n e twork; 

receiving the update at a client update process: and 

distributing the update to the plurality of nodes in the customer network using the client update 



2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein both of the distributing stop is steps are 
implemented using at least one of a push mechanism and a pull mechanism. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the customer access information includes 
licensing information for the custome r, wherein the licensing information includes what applications the 
customer is able to update as well as how many updates may be distributed for a given application of the 
a pplications . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[1]] 4, wherein the distributing the update through 
the supplier confroUed process step includes: 

denying a request for the application from the customer when the customer access information 
indicates that the customer is an unauthorized customer of the application. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the identifying step and the distributing 
the update through the supplier controlled process step are implemented in a live update server. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the update includes prerequisite information for the 
update. 



8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 furth e r comprising: 
r e c e iving th e updat e at a cli e nt updat e proc e ss; and 

distributing th e updat e to nod e s in th e custom e r n e twork using th e cli e nt updat e proc e ss wherein 
the update is only distributed to certain ones of the plurality of nodes using the client update process if the 
certain ones of the plurality of nodes trust the client update process to execute commands on behalf of the 
certain ones of the plurality of nodes to distribute the update to the certain ones of the plurality of nodes . 

9. (Currently Amended) A software distribution system comprising: 

a customer database, wherein the client database stores customer access information used to 
identify what software updates are authorized for particular customers; 

an update server process, wherein the update server process, controlled by a software 
organization, obtains an inventory of a customer network comprising a plurality of nodes owned by a 
customer, updates the customer access information for the customer using the inventory, and distributes 
the software updates to customers based on tiie customer access information and prerequisite information 
for installing the software updates; and 

an update cUent process, wherein the client update process obtains a software update from the 
update server process for an authorized application and updates a data processing system using tho update 
the plurality of nodes in the customer network, wherein the update is only distributed to certain ones of 
the plurality of nodes if the certain ones of the plurality of nodes trust the client update process to execute 
commands on behalf of the certain ones of the plurality of nodes to distribute the update to the certain 
ones of the plurality of nodes. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A data processing system for managing software updates in a network data 

processing system, the data processing system comprising: 
a bus system; 

a communications unit connected to the bus system; 

a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the memoiy includes a set of instractions; and 
a processing unit connected to the bus system, wherein the processing unit executes the set of 
instructions to identify an update for an application for distribution to customers from a supplier; [[and]] 
obtain an inventory of a customer network owned by a customer, wherein the customer network 
comprises a plurality of nodes, update customer access information for the customer using the inventory; 
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distribute the update through a supplier controlled process to [[a]] tiie customer network based on the 
customer access information for a customer owning the customer network . receive the update at a client 
update process, and distribute the update to the plurality of nodes in the customer network using the client 
update process . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A data processing system for managing software updates in a network data 
processing system, the data processing system comprising: 

identifying means for identifying an update for an application for distribution to customers from a 
supplier; [[and]] 

obtaining means for obtaining an inventoi-y of a customer network owned by a customer, wherein 

the customer network comprises a plurality of nodes: 

updating means for updating customer access information for the customer using the inventory: 
first distributing means for distributing the update through a supplier controlled process to [[a]] 

the customer network based on the customer access information for a custom e r owning th e custom e r 

receiving means for receiving the update at a client update process: 

second distributing means for distributing the update to the plurality of nodes in the customer 
network using the client update process . 

12. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 11, wherein the first and second 
distributing means are implemented using at least one of a push mechanism and a pull mechanism. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 1 1 , wherein the customer access 
information includes an inventory of software on the customer network and licensing information for the 
custome r, wherein the licensing information includes what applications the customer is able to update as 
well as how many updates may be distributed for a given application of the applications . 

15. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim [[11]] 14, wherein the first 
distributing means includes: 

denying means for denying a request for the application from the customer when the customer 
access information indicates that the customer is not an authorized customer of the application. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 11, wherein the identifying means 
and the first distributing means are implemented in a live update server. 

17. (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 1, wherein the update includes prerequisite 
information for the update. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 1 1 , wherein the distributing m e ans is 
a first distributing means and furth e r comprising: 

receiving means for receiving the update at a client update process; and 

second distributing means for distributing the update to nodes in the customer network using th e 
client update process update is onlv distributed to certain ones of the plurality of nodes using the client 
update process if the certain ones of the plurality of nodes trust the client update process to execute 
commands on behalf of the certain ones of the plurality of nodes to distribute the update to the certain 
ones of the pluraUty of nodes . 

19. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium encoded with program product in a 
computer roadablo medium program product that is operable with a data processing system for managing 
software updates in a network data processing system, the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions for identifying an update for an application for distribution to customers from a 
suppUer; [[and]] 

second instructions for obtaining an inventory of a customer network owned by a customer. 

wherein the customer network comprises a plurality of nodes: 

third instructions for updating customer access information for the customer using the inventory: 
s e cond fourth instructions for distributing the update through a suppUer controlled process to [[a]] 

the customer network based on tiie customer access information for a custom e r owning th e custom e r 

fifth instructions for receiving the update at a client update process: and 

sixth instructions for distributing the update to the plurality of nodes in the customer network 

using the chent update process . 

20. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 19 further comprising: 
third instructions for obtaining an inventor}^ of the customer network; and 

fourth instructions for updating customer access information for the customer using the inventory 
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wherein the customer access information includes an inventory of software on the customer network and 
licensing information for the customer, wherein the Ucensing information includes what applications the 
customer is able to update as well as how many updates may be distributed for a given application of the 
a pplications, and wherein the update is only distributed to certain ones of the plurality of nodes using the 
client update process if the certain ones of the plurality of nodes trust the client update process to execute 
commands on behalf of the certain ones of the plurality of nodes to distribute the update to the certain 
ones of the plurality of nodes. 

21. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim [[19]] 20, wherein the seeend 

fourth instructions includes: 

sub-instructions for denying a request for the application from the customer when the customer 
access information indicates that the customer is not an authorized customer of the application. 
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